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Statement of Teaching Philosophy 

 

“It is important that students bring a certain ragamuffin, barefoot irreverence to their studies; 

they are not here to worship what is known, but to question it.” 

by Jacob Bronowski 

 

Teaching Philosophy and Goals  
One of my most dearly held beliefs is that it is the professor’s responsibility to prepare students 

for life-long learning. I maintain a strong commitment to teaching; in part because I enjoy doing 

it and in part because I believe that a sound library and information science education can help 

students to develop into well informed and active citizens. My teaching is grounded on the 

overarching philosophical concept of epistemology with an emphasis on a pragmatic educational 

philosophy. When these two are combined they result in a teaching philosophy that is based on 

experiences and the use of scientific methods. As a librarian with almost 20 years of experience 

in academic libraries, from paraprofessional to library administration, one of my goals is to 

educate and mentor future generations of information practitioners and researchers. As a 

professor of library and information sciences, my aim is to complicate, rather than simplify, 

information discourses. In a field that has yet to define its main theoretical objects; it is important 

to challenge discourse by offering thoughtful arguments from different perspectives that 

influence and contribute to the understanding of the profession.  

 

Teaching and Student Learning  
Epistemological questions and information studies have critically influenced my thinking and my 

teaching. Information studies deal with information as a source of knowledge. The definitions, 

roles, and issues of access of information are also integral to information studies. My approach to 

teaching and my understanding of student learning are suffused by the use of scientific methods, 

the value of sound research, and the critical analysis of sources of knowledge. At the same time, 

I encourage students’ intuition, personal and social experiences, and their personal information 

ecologies to be used in the classroom and applied to their assignments. My primary goal when 

constructing syllabi, giving lectures, or facilitating discussions is to expand students’ 

understanding of an issue and the myriad interests, ideas, and insights that underlie it. My second 

goal is to nurture students’ critical abilities. I achieved these goals by using different approaches 

to teaching; for example, lectures followed by discussions, small group activities with report 

back sessions, case studies, and personal reflection writing. Moreover, because the classroom is 

an ever-changing space with new students, topics, and challenges, a good professor must be 

flexible. I strive to be responsive to changing classroom dynamics and to students’ individual 

learning needs.  

 

Teaching Experiences  
My teaching experiences are primarily in two different settings. I have taught undergraduate and 

graduate students in academic libraries. I have taught numerous bibliographic instructions 

sessions in support of classes taught by professors in many disciplines. Additionally, I have 

taught hundreds of students, via one-on-one research consultations when students sought library 

resources to complete course assignments or to conduct research. When teaching bibliographic 

sessions of 25 to 30 students, I usually give them a set of instructions for searching library  



resources; these included electronic databases, print books, websites, and/or government 

documents. Students are encouraged to work in groups of three or four and then to report back to 

class on the sources they had “discovered.” Later, these sources of information are discussed for 

their value in relation to the assignment. The learning outcomes included focusing on the 

research process, using critical thinking skills, and forming communities of learners.  

I have also been a Teaching Assistant for an online graduate core course in Library and 

Information Science - Management of Information Organizations. Teaching classes online 

presents additional challenges such as dealing with technological difficulties during the class and 

making sure that students actively participate in the course. My concern here is to always create 

a virtual environment where students feel they are engaged with me in a meaningful learning 

experience.  

 

Future Teaching Expectations  
Based on my philosophical perspectives and past teaching experiences, I look forward 

continuing to teach groups of students over extended periods of time so that I may positively 

influence their learning. I would begin by writing a class syllabus that includes contact policy 

and office hours, course overview, course goals, student performance objectives and assessment, 

content outline and schedule, required texts and readings, class policies, grading, and an 

academic honesty statement. I would like to teach both face-to-face and online courses. They 

each present a different set of challenges. Both may require motivational techniques, such as 

giving frequent, positive feedback that supports students' beliefs that they can do well, helping 

students find personal meaning and value in the material, creating an atmosphere that is open and 

positive, and helping the students feel that they are valued members of a learning community. 

Synchronous online courses may be better suited for students who need more structure and 

guidance, who benefit from face-to-face class discussions, and who have more flexibility with 

their schedules. On the other hand, asynchronous online courses may be better suited for students 

who prefer to work independently and have a tight schedule with numerous competing interests. 

Just like teachers have different teaching styles, students have different learning styles; and it is 

my responsibility as the instructor to consider these different learning styles when designing my 

courses. Some students are quick learners and early adaptors of new ideas, others require more 

time to process new concepts and learning. Class activities and projects that allow students to 

learn at a different pace and stage, such as group or individual work, must be offered to these 

students. Likewise, I will take into account class sizes and classroom environments because these 

too can affect my teaching style. For example, formal lectures may be more appropriate for 

classes composed of 100-200 students. Whereas, small group discussions and reporting back are 

more appropriate for classes composed of 20-30 students.  

 

Conclusion  
In conclusion, learning and teaching are essential and invigorating aspects of my intellectual life. 

The college atmosphere has allowed me to continue to grow personally and intellectually 

because I am challenged by colleagues, students, and other members of the community who 

present and defend their ideas in the college setting. This vitality, which is deliberative and 

provocative, drew me to a career in librarianship and is what will continue to challenge me, both 

as a teacher and a scholar. I firmly agree with S. R. Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library  

Science, particularly that “Every reader his [or her] book.” My intention is to help my students 

find theirs.  
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